
SHRI SATHYANARAYANA BELERI

Shri Sathyanarayana Beleri is a farmer- turned- paddy conservator of 
Nettanige, a small quaint hamlet located in the district of Kasargod, the northern 
most part of Kerala bordering Karnataka.

2. Born on 15  June, 1973, Shri Beleri with single-minded devotion is trying th

to preserve this seed heritage. His invaluable collections include some of the 
oldest Kerala grown varieties during pre-independent era such as Aryan, 
Chitteni, Kayama, Parambuvattan, Thekkencheera; important varieties with 
medicinal properties such as Navara, Rakthasali, Karigajavali, Chakayoporiyatt 
and so on. Along with traditional varieties of paddy, he is also conserving 
important traditional varieties of areca nut, nutmeg, black pepper and jack. 
Further, he is an apiarist and has the skill in grafting/budding of plants.

3. Shri Beleri's chance encounter, more than a decade ago, with the 
Gandhian and pioneering organic farmer Shri Cherkady Ramachandra Rao in 
Udupi district, Karnataka made him turn to conservation, to start with 
traditional Rajakayama paddy seeds, a variety requiring less water. Later, with 
increased interest and commitment he travelled across Karnataka, Kerala, and 
Tamil Nadu to collect seeds of traditional rice varieties. Thus, what started as a 
hobby became a passion for him and he is now preserving more than 650 
traditional paddy cultivars mainly traditional land races of Karnataka and 
Kerala.

4. Conservation of paddy germplasm is a cumbersome process requiring 
much investment of space, time, labour and energy. The land owned by Shri 
Beleri with its highly undulating terrain and red lateritic soils is unsuitable for 
paddy cultivation. However, these constraints did not hamper his conservation 
efforts, rather it led him to innovate. He started growing paddy in polybags. 
Different varieties are harvested, sun-dried and then stored in paper bags. By 
following this method, he has conserved as many as 650 land races in an area of 
200 square meters. Besides conserving he also has shared these germplasms 
with important Research Institutes, State Agricultural Universities of South 
India and farmers that too free of cost.

Padma Shri

17



Jh lR;ukjk;.k csys jf

 fJh lR;ukjk;.k csys j dukZVd dh lhek ls yxs dsjy ds lcls mÙkjh Hkkx dkljxksM ftys esa fLFkr 
,d NksVs ls xkao usêkfuxs ds fdlku vkSj èkku laj{kd gSaA 

2 f- 15 twu] 1973 dks tUes] Jh csys j iwjh yxu ds lkFk bl cht dh èkjksgj dks lajf{kr djus dk ç;kl 
dj jgs gSaA muds bl vueksy laxzg esa Lora=rk ls igys mxkÃ tkus okyh dsjy dh dqN lcls iqjkuh fdLesa 
'kkfey gSa tSls&vk;Zu] fpêsuh] dkbek] ijEcqoêu] Fksdsaphj( vkS"kèkh; xq.kksa okyh egRoiw.kZ fdLesa] tSls& uojk] 
jäklyh] djhxtoyh] pdk;ksiksfj;kV vkfnA èkku dh ikjaifjd fdLeksa ds lkFk&lkFk] os lqikjh] tk;Qy] 
dkyh fepZ vkSj tSd dh egRoiw.kZ ikjaifjd fdLeksa dk Hkh laj{k.k dj jgs gSaA blds vfrfjä] og eèkqeD[kh 
ikyu djrs gSa vkSj ikSèkksa dh xzkÇ¶Vx@cÇMx esa Hkh fl)gLr gSaA

3 f- ,d n'kd ls vfèkd le; igys Jh csys j dh dukZVd ds mMqih ftys esa xkaèkhoknh vkSj vxz.kh 
dkcZfud fdlku Jh psjdMh jkepaæ jko ls HksaV gqÃ] ftlus mUgs laj{k.k dh vksj eksM+k] ftldh 'kq#vkr 
ikjaifjd jktdk;e èkku ds chtksa ds lkFk 'kq: gqÃ] ;g ,d ,slh fdLe gS ftlesa de ikuh dh vko';drk 
gksrh gSA ckn esa] vfèkd #fp vkSj çfrc)rk ds lkFk mUgksaus ikjaifjd pkoy fdLeksa ds cht ,d= djus ds fy, 
dukZVd] dsjy vkSj rfeyukMq dh ;k=k dhA bl çdkj] ftl dk;Z dks mUgksaus 'kkSd ds :i esa 'kq: fd;k Fkk 
ogh dk;Z mudk è;s; cu x;k vkSj os vc ,sls 650 ls vfèkd ikjaifjd èkku ds chtksa dks lgstus dk dk;Z dj 
jgs gSa] tks fd eq[; :i ls dukZVd vkSj dsjy dh Hkwfe dh ikjaifjd èkku dh uLysa gSaA

4- èkku thuksa ¼teZIykT+e½ dk laj{k.k nq"dj çfØ;k gS] bl dk;Z esa vfèkd LFkku] le;] Je vkSj ÅtkZ dh 
vko';drk gksrh gSA Jh csys j dh viuh tehu vR;fèkd ygjnkj gS vkSj bldh feêh yky ysVsjkbV gS] tks f
tehu èkku dh [ksrh ds fglkc ls vuqi;qä gSA gkykafd] bu :dkoVksa ls muds laj{k.k ds ç;klksa esa dksÃ ckèkk 
mRiUu ugÈ gqÃ] cfYd blus mUgsa uokpkj djus ds fy, çsfjr fd;kA og i‚yhcSx esa èkku mxkus yxsA fofHkUu 
fdLeksa dh dVkÃ dh tkrh gS] mUgsa èkwi esa lq[kk;k tkrk gS vkSj fQj dkxt dh FkSfy;ksa esa budk laxzg.k fd;k 
tkrk gSA bl rjhds dks viukdj mUgksaus 200 oxZ ehVj ds {ks= esa 650 èkku dh fdLeksa dk laj{k.k fd;k gSA 
laj{k.k ds vykok] mUgksaus bu teZIykTeksa dks egRoiw.kZ vuqlaèkku laLFkkuksa] nf{k.k Hkkjr ds jkT; —f"k 
foÜofo|ky;ksa vkSj fdlkuksa ds lkFk lk>k fd;k gS] og Hkh fu%'kqYdA

in~e Jh
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