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SHRI SATHYANARAYANA BELERI

Shri Sathyanarayana Beleri is a farmer- turned- paddy conservator of
Nettanige, a small quaint hamlet located in the district of Kasargod, the northern
most part of Kerala bordering Karnataka.

2. Born on 15" June, 1973, Shri Beleri with single-minded devotion is trying
to preserve this seed heritage. His invaluable collections include some of the
oldest Kerala grown varieties during pre-independent era such as Aryan,
Chitteni, Kayama, Parambuvattan, Thekkencheera; important varieties with
medicinal properties such as Navara, Rakthasali, Karigajavali, Chakayoporiyatt
and so on. Along with traditional varieties of paddy, he is also conserving
important traditional varieties of areca nut, nutmeg, black pepper and jack.
Further, he is an apiarist and has the skill in grafting/budding of plants.

3. Shri Beleri's chance encounter, more than a decade ago, with the
Gandhian and pioneering organic farmer Shri Cherkady Ramachandra Rao in
Udupi district, Karnataka made him turn to conservation, to start with
traditional Rajakayama paddy seeds, a variety requiring less water. Later, with
increased interest and commitment he travelled across Karnataka, Kerala, and
Tamil Nadu to collect seeds of traditional rice varieties. Thus, what started as a
hobby became a passion for him and he is now preserving more than 650
traditional paddy cultivars mainly traditional land races of Karnataka and
Kerala.

4. Conservation of paddy germplasm is a cumbersome process requiring
much investment of space, time, labour and energy. The land owned by Shri
Beleri with its highly undulating terrain and red lateritic soils is unsuitable for
paddy cultivation. However, these constraints did not hamper his conservation
efforts, rather it led him to innovate. He started growing paddy in polybags.
Different varieties are harvested, sun-dried and then stored in paper bags. By
following this method, he has conserved as many as 650 land races in an area of
200 square meters. Besides conserving he also has shared these germplasms
with important Research Institutes, State Agricultural Universities of South
India and farmers that too free of cost.
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A ggaIRI™EYT 4R

A FIARTIT IR BATCH DI WHT F T DR B T IR W BIAs forel # Rera
T BIC I g A1 & BT iR 917 TReTa ¢ |

2. 15 97, 1973 BT 9T, 5 JoIR T o9 & A1 39 9101 Dl eRIER DI A& SR & TI=
PR T € | ST 59 AT WUB H AT A USel SIS S dTell HRel Dl BH TId YR fbed
A 2 SRR, fore N, HTeHI, RAdeH, bR, AT oI arell Agayul e, Sie— TavT,
RTHTAAl, BT, THRARATE AN | 91 B URURS fhHl & A1—1e), I GURI, S,
HTell g 3R Si & Aeaqul URURS fhet o1 WY TReToT %2 & | 39 IR, a8 Aewa!
UTel= R & SR Uit &f Irfte T /9T # ff Rige & |

3. Ud oG W IATD THI Ul 3 doIR Bl beich b Igul fSTel H WEErEl 3R 3ol
HIaeh fHAT 5 TRES] MG M9 H He gs, O I= ARET0T Bl R Arsl, [ora! goafa
URURD IISTHIIH 9T D dI6ll & AT Yo 8s, I8 Yeb VAT A & IS8 HH Ul D1 SATaegehell
Il 8 | 978 H, Al B 3R Ufagdr & el 781+ URURS a1 [l & a6l Uhd R & fory
BAICDH, DR AR AT DI AT DI | $H TBR, 59 B DI I Wl & wU § Y [T o
T8 B BT LY T AT 3R d 379 U 650 ¥ AP URIRSD G & A6l Pl SO Bl DI HR
T2 &, 91 % I U & FAfed 3R dvat &1 Y o IRIRS o1 oF %] € |

4. O SIAT (STHWCITSH) BT HRET0T §&hR UihAT ©, 39 BRI H 3Mfdd I, F9Y, 579 3R Holl !
JTTIIHT Blel & | 2 TR BT =T ST 1A TTeveR & 3R s9a! ALl el ofeNige 8, S
I €T BT Tl & 2916 3 STUYh © | BTelifh, 39 webrdel | ST ARET0T & JATH H By aTen
ST el g8, dfed S S AR He & Ty URT & | a8 afeliaTT & o S o | fafie=
[l DI DHels I Sl 5, S gU H GEIIT ST & AR R BTl B Aferi § ghT AU fdHa
ST 2 | 39 TRID Bl JUATDHR I8/ 200 I HIeX & & H 650 €T Bl fhed] BT AT fbar ¢ |
HRETUT & JAATEl, I $1 STHCITSH Bl AUl JJHLT HLRAHI, &0 4RA & 15T By
faafenedl iR famt & A1y |rsn & 8, 98 i Fge |
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